On the 24th August 1853, Mr J. T., solicitor, aged fortynine, called on me for advice under the following circumstances.
He said that for some time he had had a feeling as of a severe cold in the head, obstructing his breathing, rendering his voice thick, and his sense of smell deficient; that for the last few weeks these symptoms had increased in severity so much as to prevent him from attending properly to business. He had a continual sensation as of something plugging up the centre of his head, which he might dislodge by a forcible effort of expiration, but which rendered him " stupid," and incapable of long directing his attention to any one subject. This gentleman held the office of coroner of the burgh of Hull, and he complained that the obstruction in his nose interfered much with the duties of this office, rendering his speech thick, so as sometimes to be scarcely understood by the jury. On On cutting through the scalp, there was a considerable oozing of dark fluid blood ; and on sawing through the bones, the membranes being wounded in one or two places, a considerable quantity of bloody serum flowed out into a vessel placed beneath. The skull-cap having been removed, the dura mater presented no unusual appearance. On dividing it, we found that the surface of the greater part of the summit of both cerebral lobes was covered by a thin layer of pus adherent to the visceral layer of the arachnoid. On removing this with a sponge, the cerebral vessels were seen congested, but there was no redness of the arachnoid, nor did there seem to be any particular effusion in the subarachnoid cellular substance. On examining the base of the brain, a considerable quantity of bloody serum was found between the layers of the arachnoid. The cerebral vessels also were considerably congested ; but there was no appearance of inflammation of the dura mater or parietal layer of the arachnoid. 
